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SquareMeal Review of The Surprise Chelsea

While you can still find an old-fashioned boozer in the capital, the hierarchy of London free houses means that if award-winning interior design
and an experimental menu is what you’re after, it’s not hard to come by. The Surprise, quite cleverly, manages to balance a bit of both.
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The building has stood on a quiet, neighbourhood street hidden behind the King’s Road since the 1800s and it’s this leafy, local feel that keeps it
grounded. While pictures show off the pink-striped awning and peachy paintjob, in reality the space doesn’t feel quaint or too cutesy. The
beautiful design is helmed by Isabella Worsley who commissioned hand-painted floral murals and vintage artworks, but an authentic, wooden bar
grounds the space and it’s here that groups gather and the TV comes on, with a familiar bustle, offering a happy compromise between the way
things were, and the way they’re going.

Dinner bookings are catered for on the first-floor dining room, which is homely with book-lined walls and cottagey wallpaper, but elevated thanks
to an interesting artwork collection and huge, period windows which offer classically London street views. Get cosy and peruse the seasonal menu
which aims to spruce up modern British cuisine with a good selection of timely options. You could opt for Stokes Marsh Farm rib eye steak or
chicken breast from the Creedy Carver. A traditional beer battered fish and chips with mushy peas and tartare sauce was excellent; flakes of soft
cod, covered in just the right amount of crunch and the kind of chunky, golden chips you want to go on forever.

We were impressed by the drinks selection – these guys know how to shake a cocktail. Ask about the cocktail of the month or go for their take on
an espresso martini which adds smooth rum and a hint of banana for a dessert-worthy after-dinner drink. Speaking of which, desserts are also
seasonal, and we get the impression the chefs love having a little bit of fun with this part of the menu. The lemon posset was smooth and light,
topped with a lavender shortbread which had a novel perfumed taste to break through the cream. All in all, if you want a rose-tinted London pub
experience this is the perfect place.
Read less -

Good to know

About
Anyone who knows their London pubs, will know that there's been a lot of fuss over The Surprise since it opened in spring 2021. Helmed by Jack
Greenall, of the Greenall Whitley brewing dynasty, the aim was to refresh the much-loved Chelsea instution, which has sat on the idyllic street
behind the Kings Road since 1853.

The most instantly recognisable change is a considerable interiors spruce up thanks to designer Isabella Worsley, who is known for her soft,
colourful feminine take on heritage interiors The Surprise is steeped in history taking its name from HMS Surprise the captured French corvette
Read more +

Menus

A LA CARTE MENU 

Average Price
££££ - £30 - £49

Cuisines
British, Gastropub, Pubs

Ambience
Cool, Cosy, Fun, Lively, Traditional

Food Occasions
Dinner, Lunch, Sunday roast

Alfresco And Views
Outside seating

Special Features
Gluten-free options, Vegan options, Vegetarian options, Wheelchair access

Perfect for
Birthdays, Celebrations, Group dining [8+], Romantic, Special occasions

Food Hygiene Rating
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